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Question 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]We discussed the ethical dilemmas around human stem cell research. Do you agree with this type of scientific research? Does it matter that this type of medical research holds promise to treat and even cure spinal cord injuries? What do you think? Discuss your own personal views related to stem cell research and use factual evidence to defend your position.
	The scientific research is compelling since it stipulates that embryonic stem cells that are found in the blastula (initial stages of human development) can be used to alleviate disease burden. Fertilized eggs develop into a blastula that consists of hundreds of cells that can be harvested, isolated, and cultivated in a fertility lab. Embryonic cells have self-renewal abilities that come in handy in cell differentiation. The research matters since spinal cord injuries are often life-threatening, and the intervention will help save the lives of paralyzed people. I think that the research is promising since it can help treat devastating diseases. It is no brainer that life is unpredictable, and I might end up with a life-threatening spinal cord injury in the future and intervention will play an integral part in saving my life. Therefore, I support since it supports human life. Destroying the blastula is not necessarily destroying the unborn child since it has not yet been embedded to the uterus (EuroStemCell, n. d). In this regard, it has chance to develop into an infant. Besides, fertility clinics create surplus blastula and destroying them for stem cell research that helps save human life cannot be disregarded.
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